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from the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. In 1985, she moved to Las Vegas, 
beginning her experience in broadcast 
journalism for southern Nevada at 
KTNV. In 1988, Ms. Francis joined 
KLAS’s news team, initially starting 
her extended tenure with the news sta-
tion as a health reporter. After proving 
to be an invaluable resource to the 
news team, she moved into the anchor 
chair. During her time on air, Ms. 
Francis placed a special emphasis on 
health care issues, familiarizing view-
ers with important health information, 
in addition to bringing southern Ne-
vada breaking news coverage. 

Throughout her tenure, Ms. Francis 
was recognized as Best TV Anchor in 
Las Vegas by Las Vegas Review Jour-
nal readers more than 15 times and was 
inducted into the Nevada Broadcasters 
Association hall of fame and the KLAS 
TV Hall of Fame. Ms. Francis went 
above and beyond in her ambitions to 
bring Nevadans up-to-date and truthful 
news coverage. The accolades she has 
received are awarded to only the great-
est of Nevada journalists, and without 
a doubt, she deserves each one. 

For the past 30 years, Ms. Francis has 
been a tremendous contributor to 
southern Nevada journalism. Her com-
mitment to the local community is 
without question, creating a great 
amount of trust between the viewers 
and the station. She stands as a role 
model to journalists across Nevada 
with her unwavering dedication to fa-
miliarizing herself with the local 
issues. The knowledge she gained 
throughout her tenure is irreplaceable 
to the newsroom. Ms. Francis’s legacy 
both at KLAS and within Nevada jour-
nalism will be felt for years to come. 

Outside of her career, Ms. Francis 
continues to be highly involved in a 
number of activities for the betterment 
of the local community. She is a found-
ing member of the Nevada chapter of 
the International Women’s Forum and 
serves as a member of the board of 
trustees for the Shade Tree Endow-
ment Fund. She has also received nu-
merous humanitarian awards for her 
efforts and spearheaded Buddy Check 8, 
a campaign to increase breast cancer 
awareness. I extend my deepest grati-
tude for all of her efforts on behalf of 
the Silver State. 

I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans 
to join me in thanking Ms. Francis for 
her tireless dedication to bringing 
southern Nevada excellent news cov-
erage and in congratulating her on her 
retirement. I wish her well in all of her 
future endeavors.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LEN STEVENS 
∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Len Stevens on 
his retirement after serving as CEO of 
the Chamber for nearly 14 years. It 
gives me great pleasure to recognize 
his years of dedication to creating 
growth and success for northern Ne-
vada’s business community. 

Before joining the Chamber, Mr. Ste-
vens served as a basketball coach for 34 

years, guiding teams at both Wash-
ington State University and the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno successfully 
through numerous seasons. In 2002, he 
was chosen for the role of CEO at the 
Chamber, and he served the State of 
Nevada in this position for over a dec-
ade. As CEO, Mr. Stevens led the 
Chamber through challenging times, 
including the merger of chambers of 
commerce in Reno and Sparks. This 
merger, which was one of the largest 
and most complex mergers in northern 
Nevada history, led to creation of the 
Chamber in 2011. This incredible orga-
nization has helped businesses through 
times of economic downturn to stay on 
their feet and succeed. Through the in-
credible work of the Chamber, northern 
Nevada’s business community con-
tinues to thrive and maintain a high 
quality of life for residents. We are for-
tunate to have had someone like Mr. 
Stevens leading the way at this impor-
tant establishment. 

Throughout his tenure, Mr. Stevens 
served as a powerful voice, advocating 
for businesses across northern Nevada. 
His hard work brought greater atten-
tion to the needs of this community, 
and I am grateful for everything he has 
done to support it. Under his leader-
ship, the Chamber saw consistent 
growth in membership, as well as addi-
tional opportunities for business lead-
ers to come together. He also imple-
mented new programs to helps resi-
dents, including the Young Entre-
preneurs Academy, which is a yearlong 
program that teaches middle school 
and high school students the mechan-
ics of operating a business. His work 
for northern Nevada is invaluable. 

Mr. Stevens has demonstrated profes-
sionalism, commitment to excellence, 
and dedication to the highest standards 
during his tenure at the Chamber. I am 
both humbled and honored by his serv-
ice and am proud to call him a fellow 
Nevadan. Today I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
Mr. Stevens on his retirement from the 
Chamber and in wishing him well in his 
future endeavors. I give my deepest ap-
preciation for all that he has done for 
the Silver State.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDITH TUCKER 
∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, last 
month, one of New Hampshire’s most 
respected veteran journalists retired 
after two decades of prolific work at 
the Coos County Democrat, a weekly 
newspaper based in Lancaster, in my 
State’s North Country. I have had the 
privilege of knowing Edith and admir-
ing her work since I first ran for Gov-
ernor in 1996. In particular, I have re-
spected her extraordinary work ethic. 
She was the only full-time reporter 
with the Democrat, often filing several 
stories a day. At times, the front page 
would be filled with stories carrying 
her byline. 

No story was too big or too small for 
Edith. She covered Presidential cam-
paigns, select board meetings, fes-

tivals, factory openings, and, among 
her last stories, a characteristically de-
tailed and colorful article on a pro-
posal to renew bobcat hunting in the 
North Country. 

Over the years, Edith became a fix-
ture on the landscape of New Hamp-
shire’s first-in-the-Nation primary. 
Presidential candidates knew that to 
gain credibility with North Country 
voters, they needed to successfully 
navigate a grilling from Edith. She has 
been a regular public affairs commen-
tator on ‘‘The Exchange with Laura 
Knoy,’’ a popular New Hampshire Pub-
lic Radio call-in show. 

As State Representative Rebecca 
Brown, a longtime colleague of hers, 
noted: ‘‘Edith embraced small town re-
porting. She was indefatigable, includ-
ing putting countless miles on the old 
Jeep, in which she took to carrying a 
step ladder in case she needed to get a 
better camera vantage over a taller 
crowd.’’ 

Edith speaks with unrivaled knowl-
edge and insight about her beat, the 
North Country. No reporter has better 
captured the struggle and indomitable 
spirit of that region. In her early years 
with the Democrat, her stories docu-
mented the pain and upheaval of too 
many devastating factory closings and 
job losses. More recently, she has cov-
ered heartening stories of new busi-
nesses and development projects flow-
ing to the region, creating new jobs 
and opportunities. 

In many retirement tributes, Edith 
Tucker has been described as a North 
Country institution and icon, but I sus-
pect Edith would prefer to be recog-
nized simply as a skilled, hard-working 
beat journalist, always determined to 
get the story right and keep her com-
munity informed. She did exactly that 
for two decades. 

Edith Tucker has made the Granite 
State a better place, both by what she 
has accomplished and by who she is. 
There are many more stories—and 
chapters—yet to be written in the life 
of this beloved and accomplished jour-
nalist. I join with people across the 
North Country in thanking Edith for a 
job superbly done and wishing her 
many happy years in retirement.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and withdrawals which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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